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CHRISTIAN UNITY AND POSITIVE TRUTH. 

"In essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; in all 
things, charity," is a truism apparently relating to the pro- 
prieties of action as well as of thought; and yet it is almost 
one of the laws which, while men favor in theory, they are 
opposed to enforcing. Certainly, in matters of ecclesiastical 
controversy — where, if anywhere, and where, because ev- 
erywhere, Christians should be Christians — it is not easy to 
find even as many as two religious bodies which agree as to 
what are essentials, what non-essentials ; and too many Chris- 
tians have fervent charity in only a few things among them- 
selves, instead of in all things and above all things. Even 
those who ought to know better are too prone to mistake tol- 
erance for indifferentism, and to attribute to others who take 
the liberal view of non-essentials a negationist attitude toward 
positive truth. 

Christian unity, as desired from the point of view of the 
Anglo-Catholic communion at large, is the universal accept- 
ance of the Lambeth Quadrilateral by all who profess and 
call themselves Christians. The faith which they pray that 
they may hold in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and 
in righteousness of life, is faith in the Bible as containing all 
things necessary to salvation; in the Apostles' and Nicene 
Creeds ; in the two great Sacraments instituted by our Lord, 
and ministered with His words and materials of institution ; 
and in the Historic Episcopate, locally adapted to varying 
and variable needs of administration. These four points of 
agreement are regarded as positive truth, by which designa- 
tion we understand objective truth, such as it is absurd or 
worse to shut one's eyes to; or, in other words, fact, not 
opinion. I may hold or fail to hold a certain opinion with- 
out the impairment of my mental integrity ; but where there 
is a fact, and I shut my eyes to that fact and refuse to recog- 
nize it, I am guilty either of folly or dishonesty, or both. 

This distinction — the distinction between opinion, as to 
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which there may be honest and reasonable differences, and 
fact, as to which the honest-minded should agree — has been 
made between the acceptance of the doctrine of Apostolic 
Succession, as held by advanced Churchmen, and that of 
the Historic Episcopate, regarded as an outward and visible 
fact in the history of Catholic Christendom. All Christians 
regard the Bible, as containing all things necessary to salva- 
tion, as a fact; the Apostles' and Nicene Creeds are regard- 
ed as summaries of fact, as distinguished from all catechisms, 
confessions, and dogmas framed from the opinions of men; 
the two Sacraments instituted by our Lord are facts ; and 
Christians are united in the acceptance of these facts, in 
spite of many differences of opinion concerning modes, in- 
terpretations, and accessory ornaments. The Anglican com- 
munion have in the same way invited Christendom to accept 
the fact of the Historic Episcopate as a continuity of witness 
to the existence of the Church from our Lord's resurrection 
to the present day. The burden of proof is on the man who 
would have others accept an opinion; but the burden of 
proof is on any one who refuses to accept a fact. He must 
explain it away before he is entitled to ignore it. Such an 
objective fact, such a positive truth, is the Historic Episco- 
pate. The Christian world can be presented with a strong 
argument for reunion with the Historic Episcopate as the 
distinguishing institution of the ecclesiastical societies that 
have come down to us from the time of Christ Himself, as 
the Bible, the sacraments, and the facts of the creeds have 
come to us from primitive times. But when it is demanded 
that all other Christians shall accept the exclusive validity of 
episcopal ordination and of sacraments administered by the 
episcopally ordained, the reply comes from devout and hon- 
est men who do not agree to this claim : ' ' That is only an 
opinion, not a fact which it is dishonest to ignore; for other 
ordinations have been given by holy men to holy men, who 
have administered sacraments and preached the Gospel so as 
to make many others holy." 

Evidently, here is an objective fact that is entitled to weigh 
against the claim of the grace of episcopal ordination and of 
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the sacraments administered by those who have been so or- 
dained. So the Lambeth Conference of Bishops of the An- 
glican communion in 1888, and again in 1897, wisely with- 
held its hand from proposing matters of opinion as the basis 
of Christian reunion, and put forth the Quadrilateral of fact. 
The full significance which their action is destined, under 
God, to assume is perhaps not discernible by finite minds; 
neither they nor the world at large has perceived it as yet, at 
any rate. Let us consider three aspects of its significance — 
namely, to the Anglican communion, to the Christian world 
at large, and to the unchristian world. 

I. To the Anglican communion the classification of the 
Quadrilateral, as to essentials in which there must be unity, 
implies by inference liberty and charity in all else not gov- 
erned thereby. The ritual controversy becomes a thing in- 
different in comparison. For if the essentials in the adminis- 
tration of the sacraments are the use of the elements of wa- 
ter, bread, and wine, and of the words of institution prescribed 
by our Lord in either case, then altar lights, vestments, in- 
cense, reservation — nay, even eucharistic adoration — are by 
implication things indifferent. As the late Bishop of Lon 
don said to Mr. Kensit: " He who does not care for these 
things would do well to go to a church where the service 
appeals to him rather than to a church where the service 
does not edify him." It takes all sorts of people to make a 
world, and there would appear to have been one hundred and 
twenty different tongues on the day of Pentecost. If the 
tongue that you understand sounds like ridiculous chatter 
and babble to me, is that your puerility, or is it merely my 
ignorance ? 

"Ah! but there is the Book of Common Prayer." Yes, 
but the Quadrilateral says nothing about the Book of Common 
Prayer, while it distinctly refers to bishops. The Book of 
Common Prayer came after bishops, not before them. Here 
in America it can be changed within six years. In England 
it would be somewhat more difficult, but we may yet see in our 
own time that it is not impossible. True loyalty to the moral 
standards of the Bible, the first sine qua non of the Quadrilat- 



108 The Sewanee Review. 

eral, will, it may be believed, save honest, manly men from in- 
sincerity in deliberately promising conformity to a system of 
doctrine and worship, and obedience to bishops and other chief 
ministers, and as deliberately breaking those sacred vows and 
continuing to receive the income due only to one who keeps 
them. But until the guilt of such insincerity is incurred 
there is room in the Anglican communion for the largest lib- 
erty of worship and interpretation. For instance, the English 
ritualists who use incense and reserve the Eucharist in the 
diocese of London, under regulations issued by the Bishop 
of London, are not to be condemned for disregarding the 
opinion of the two archbishops, for the Historic Episcopate 
does not mean the archiepiscopate any more than the papacy 
in the Episcopal Church; it means the bishop of the dio- 
cese, restrained, of course, by his own reasonable loyalty to 
the clearly defined decrees of his national Church, in its 
legislative capacity. 

II. To the Christian world at large the essentials of the 
Quadrilateral are to be addressed in the same way: as facts 
in the recognition of which there is to be the largest liberty 
of opinion and diversity of practice consistent with personal 
integrity and serious regard for honorable pledges. But the 
diversity of opinion regarding the necessity of episcopal or- 
dination is not the only obstacle, nor even the most important 
•obstacle, to Christian unity, unless ordination is to be re- 
garded as not only a sacrament, but the supreme sacrament. 
The Society of Friends believes in neither baptism nor the 
Lord's Supper, save as unnecessary images of spiritual re- 
alities. The third member of the Quadrilateral is as much 
of a stumbling-block to them as is the supposed necessity of 
episcopal ordination to a Presbyterian or a Congregational- 
ism Clearly, if the Friends are ever to become united with 
the Church of the Historic Episcopate, it is more likely to be 
as individuals than as an organized religious communion. 
It is perhaps hardly worth while, however, to indulge in a 
speculation regarding so remote a contingency. For when- 
soever any Christians become sufficiently possessed of the 
sacramental principle to desire to unite all Christians into 
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that visible fellowship for which our Lord prayed in His 
high-priestly prayer, they begin to see the necessity of a few 
permanent forms appealing to the senses ; they will see that 
the social mission of the united Church of Christ touches all 
life, material as well as spiritual; that children will always 
require material aids and object lessons ; that most of us are 
grown up children, and that all of us are helped by recur- 
ring to pictures and illustrations; in short, that salvation is 
the activity not merely of the mind and the spirit but of the 
whole organism, body and spirit, and that even if it were mere- 
ly the activity of the mind and spirit that activity is unpracti- 
cal, if not impracticable, save through the avenues of bodily 
sense; unless it is merely the salvation of each individual by 
and for himself, with no thought of his relation to others. 
The social principle is the sacramental principle. Sacra- 
ments are needed where two or three are gathered together 
in Christ's name, unless they do not intend or wish to be- 
come four. At the same time, there is nothing in the liberal 
terms of the Quadrilateral to prevent the Friends, who as 
individuals are entering the sacramental communions, from 
keeping up their custom of silent meetings, in which the sit- 
ters await the moving impulse of the Spirit. But we may 
repeat that there is no reasonable expectation in sight that 
so anti-sacramental and anti-ordination a body should ever 
accept the Quadrilateral, Christians though they be, holding 
the faith not only in unity of spirit, but in the bond of peace 
and in righteousness of life. 

We may roughly attribute to all Christian bodies either the 
priestly or the prophetic aspect of the ideal Church of St. 
Paul, "built upon the foundation of the apostles and proph- 
ets" (Eph. ii. 20). The Catholic Churches that insist on 
episcopal ordination and succession make themselves essen- 
tially priestly, though assiduously cultivating the gifts of 
prophecy, both in and out of their ministry. The Friends 
make themselves the especial representatives of the pro- 
phetic idea. As in the primitive assemblies of Christians, 
the humblest worshiper may be moved by the Spirit, and 
may speak five words to edification where perhaps a pro- 
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phetic priest, fully ordained though he be by a bishop of the 
apostolic succession, would speak a thousand words in a 
tongue unknown to his hearers. 

Between these two extremes lie " two and seventy jarring 
sects." Should any one of them, as the Methodists or the 
Presbyterians, come to the conclusion that they were willing 
to unite with the Anglican communion on a Historic Episco- 
pate basis, with the distinct understanding that the claim to 
the exclusive validity of apostolic ordination and of the sac- 
raments of apostolic ordinates were waived, how could it be 
done without the sacrifice of principle ? 

All that is required is that neither party to the issue should 
be negationist in its attitude toward the positive truth claimed 
by the other: the value of the Historic Episcopate on the 
one hand, and the experienced validity of prophetic minis- 
tries on the other. We read nowhere in the Old Testament 
that Samuel or Elijah ever denied the historic continuity or 
divine origin of the Levitical priesthood, nor that the high 
priests and priests of the tribe of Levi presumed to deny that 
Jehovah had accepted the sacrifices made by non-Levitical 
prophets when acting as priestly intercessors for the people. 

It might be conceded that as God has prospered these 
prophets, their ministry and sacraments, without episcopal 
aid heretofore, he could still do so during a gradual transition 
stage. The Anglican could well afford to hold his peace 
about the status of their ministry in actual service at the time 
of the reunion agreement, if they could be induced to con- 
sent to the joint ordination of all their candidates for the 
ministry, then and thenceforth, by bishops of the Historic 
Episcopate and theirs, or by such bishops and their presby- 
ters; neither element sacrificing its self-respect by formally 
assenting to any need of the other element, but both joining 
hands in the interests of peace, in a common service of con- 
secration to the ministry of a united and henceforth undi- 
vided branch of the Church, each taking its own work most 
seriously, as is the rule of all good work. In one genera- 
tion, after such joint ordination became possible, there would 
be actual reunion in organic connection with the Historic 
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Episcopate, and gradually the ministry that had no ordination 
therefrom would disappear in the course of nature. This 
may be " a far cry to Loch Awe," but it is not so far off as 
reunion of the Anglican with either the Roman or the Greek 
branches of the Catholic Church; and yet what Anglican has 
not hoped that these might be one with the Anglican com- 
munion, since Keane and Gibbons and Ireland have revived 
the old Gallic idea of a national Church as against the Ultra- 
montanism of Corrigan ; and since the Greek Catholics made 
their manly reply to Leo XIII. 's appeal for their "submis- 
sion?" 

Once let Christians thoroughly realize the force of our 
Lord's injunction against dominion and authority-seeking, 
and in favor of the greatness of service and the chieftainship 
•of devoted slavery to the good of others, and all obstacles 
will disappear. The Bishop of Rome would indeed be a 
servus servorum Dei, and would seek not lordship over the 
faith of others, but helpership of their joy. The Greek 
Church would come to see the absurdity of letting the one 
■wor&jilioque stand in the way of the Holy Spirit's actually 
proceeding from heaven to unite the Son's Church in one. 

III. To the unchristian world, whether at home or abroad, 
the dignified simplicity of the Quadrilateral is full of noble 
possibilities. Very little has been recognized or said of these 
possibilities toward what is half-sneeringly called "Ration- 
alism." But there is nothing to prevent and everything to 
justify any member of the House of Bishops of the American 
Episcopal Church who has the saving common sense to keep 
the Quadrilateral door open to any doubting Thomas among 
the clergy who feels that he can no longer pray, " From ev- 
erlasting damnation, good Lord, deliver us," or say solemn- 
ly by the altar side, in the name of God, that the Lord made 
heaven and earth in six days and rested on the seventh. 
When the presbyter who has not thought of the Quadrilat- 
eral comes to his bishop and says, "I must renounce the 
Prayer Book ministry because of my doubts. Please de- 
pose me," it will be possible for the bishop to reply : "Could 
you exercise a sort of Lambeth priesthood, with the Quad- 
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rilateral and without the Prayer Book ? Then I give you my 
permission to officiate in mission work in this diocese as an 
evangelist." No one who is not wrapped up in an impen- 
etrable armor of preconceptions, independently of facts, 
could deny that there would be in existence, even if uncol- 
lected, a skeptical congregation whom such a minister might 
perhaps reach, and whom the orthodox Prayer Book priest 
might easily fail to reach, if for no other reason, forthe reason 
that the skeptical hearer is often tempted to doubt the sincerity 
or the intelligence of the minister who professes to believe- 
what he, the hearer, cannot possibly believe, and sees no 
necessity for believing. That the skeptical hearer in ques- 
tion is in the wrong does not alter the preacher's responsi- 
bility for him, unless it makes it more real. A freedom of 
service and a scheme of free mission work based only on 
the Quadrilateral, and combining practical and helpful so- 
cial activities with its simple outlines of truth, might win the 
masses by thousands and work a true revival of religion 
where the more elaborate and settled system of the Prayer 
Book services would fail. It is to be expected that the fear- 
ful will ask, "What will become of the uniformity of the 
Prayer Book service ? " It would continue to be quite as uni- 
formly used as it is now. The only people who would be lost 
from the ranks of Prayer Book worshipers would be those who 
would probably be lost in any event, and a hundredfold 
more would be gained among reunited brethren. If the 
Anglican communion can ever be rid of the strange and 
ancient fiction of compulsory uniformity, it will find the 
Prayer Book attracting the spontaneous use and admiration 
of the world to a degree that they have hardly even begun 
to comprehend. All other more modern " orders of serv- 
ice " are like new wine, and whosoever knows the old straight- 
way says "The old is better." 

Sometimes, when there has been a parochial mission of a 
week's duration, missioner and rector feel as if this form of 
revival work were but in its infancy, and were destined to 
grow to an immeasurably greater appreciation and useful- 
ness. The vocation of missioner would be open to such an 
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Order of Lambeth Priests, some doubtful of one thing in the 
Prayer Book, some of another; but each one able sincere- 
ly and cordially to use most of the Prayer Book, and loving 
it all the more diligently because of his freedom. Such an 
Order, too, might do wonders toward the realization of 
Christian unity by founding places of worship, the title to 
which should not be held in the name of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, but as "Lambeth Chapels," directly re- 
sponsible to the bishop and not to any diocesan convention 
or board of missions; chapels where any service licensed 
by the bishop might be habitually used, and chapels where 
any godly and well-learned Christian minister might, with 
the bishop's sanction, be invited to hold services and to 
preach. Of course bishops would be needed who could 
rise above literalism and American Protestant Episcopal 
sectarianism — as bad a sectarianism as any other — to a true 
appreciation of their catholic heritage and official responsi- 
bility for the use of opportunities to speak the "living voice." 
What new Wesleys, and Whitefields and St. Francises might 
not be developed under bishops with a vision of the possibili- 
ties of the Quadrilateral? And how many millions of the chil- 
dren of those who are now Methodists and Romanists would 
be found side by side fighting evil as brothers under a single 
banner, because they had grown weary of fighting each 
other, and had found a way to keep step ! 

The objection has been made that the existence of such 
chapels would simply be the initiation of a new sect. How 
can this be, if it be recognized that an old sect would no 
longer be a sect if it affiliated itself with the Historic Episco- 
pate, say, under the Huntington amendment? Is it the His- 
toric Episcopate or the Prayer Book that saves the Angli- 
can communion from being a sect? Apparently neither, if 
its members continue to think and speak of their Christian 
brothers in the sectarian spirit of arrogant superiority to 
them, which so alienates them, which makes so vain all ef- 
forts after Christian unity, and which is so foreign to our 
Lord's warning against aspirations for dominion and author- 
ity rather than the greatness of service. 
2 
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It is a well-recognized principle of the working of sacra- 
mental grace that it is not hindered by the unworthiness of 
the officiating minister. One consequence of this principle 
must be that if the faithful people pray for that grace, and 
use the instituted outward and visible signs, they will not 
lose God's blessing because their minister has not been or- 
dained in a particular way or by a particular branch of the 
Church, even if he is chargeable with the sin of schism. 
These Protestant brethren fall short of the Catholic Church- 
es' vision of ,the Church idea, the social maximum, which 
will unite God's people for the sake of the world's salvation. 
How can it best be commended to them? Should the An- 
glican communion seek every possible path of union with 
them, or should it emphasize the separation of one from the 
other? 

If, as seems to be true, the Quadrilateral will some day 
enable the Anglican communion to retain a hold on its own, 
to gain the greater good will of its Christian brethren, and 
to win the skeptical world more effectually, shall not God be 
praised for its marvelously comprehensive relationship to all 
forms of positive truth, and for its consistency with the very 
highest sense of intellectual integrity? 

Kemper Bocock. 



